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of qualities that were of sovereign value in the pursuit of
such an object, He was English born, he was pious, he was
austerely proper, he husbanded for his one end in life, by a
frugal respectability, all the popular favour his fathers had
wasted on their pleasures; he had craft, perseverance, and
all the secrets of a pliant flattery; he had no private vice
that could alienate his people, and no public virtue that
could bar the meaner avenues to his ambition. What
patriotism, or the love of justice, or friendship, or all the
glitter of less noble passions was to others, that was auto-
cracy to George III.
The struggle of a political party with such a king might
easily have been rather squalid and ignoble, a dreary contest
for selfish and private supremacies never raised above the
level of sordid retaliations and frivolous chagrins. If the only
question at issue was whether the king, or a small coterie of
patrician families should distribute the prizes of a political
power that meant little more than an array of sinecures, jobs,
and instruments of plunder, it could scarcely be said that
humanity was much the richer, or much the poorer for the
triumphs of either. The names of the great Whig houses
were not remembered for the protection of the poor, or the
disarming of corruption, or the championship of public
integrity. Office had been their object, not because they
saw in it an opportunity of serving their country, or of
achieving some great and necessary reform, but mainly be-
cause they wished to see their own friends rather than the
friends of others quartered on the public funds. But the
grand struggle between George and his opponents was no
mock battle of phantom principles between a grasping ruler
on one side, and a handful of Bed fords, or Sandwiches, or
Gowers on the other. It was a struggle between a ruler whose
whole system of government was corruption, deceit, and the
elimination of all public interest and control and a set of men
who were resolved to cleanse the public administration, and
to place the final authority in the hands of a Parliament that
acknowledged its supreme responsibility to the nation.